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 EPEA News 
October 2024 Volume 4, Issue 3 

 

Greetings EPEA Brothers and Sisters,  
 

We have successfully completed 25% of the 2024-25 school year. So far we are off to a bumpy 

start with Erie 1 BOCES. There have been significant changes in the Human Resources and Pay-

roll departments, causing some struggles for members. Thank you for your patience with the is-

sues. We are slowly working through them with the district and we appreciate your patience and 

professionalism. 
 

This week we held our EPEA Non-Tenured Social for our newer members. A good time was had 

by all. Thank you so much to Lisa Putrelo, our Membership Chairperson and her committee for 

all the hard work that went into this event. When speaking with new members they expressed 

their appreciation for the event and welcomed the opportunity to relax with others. 

And speaking of hard-working committees, Elaine Rosina and the Social Committee are diligently 

planning our Annual Holiday and Retirement party. I strongly invite all members to come join 

your union brothers and sisters for an evening of common ground and comradery. We celebrate 

the upcoming holidays as well as our most recent retirees. 
 

Next up, our new Community Outreach Chairperson Tina Wyant has hit the ground running! She 

organized a team to walk in the Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk and has now moved 

onto out annual event of helping out needy student families. Look for her emails and please send 

her a gift card or two to help support our students and their families during this holiday season. 
 

Finally, a huge shout out to the EPEA members who helped make the Frontier Fall into Reading 

event a huge success. The Frontier Teacher’s Association president often tells me that our stations 

are the most popular at this event! 
 

As we enter into the holiday season, be sure to take some time for yourselves. This can be a joy-

ous, but stressful, time of the year! I hope to see you all in December! 
 

Yours in Solidarity,  

 

 

Donna Walters 

Erie 1 Professional Education Association President 

Local 02055 

EPEA  

OFFICERS 

President:  

Donna Walters 

Vice President:  

Garth Merlino 

Secretary:  

Lisa Reidy 

Treasurer:  

Deb Gampietro  

 
Please join us for 

the  
 

Annual ReƟrement 
and Holiday Event  

 
December 5th  
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Follow on Facebook: Erie 1 Professional EducaƟon AssociaƟon  

 

EPEA SOCIAL EVENTS 

Join us at: Erie1Educators.org  for News and Resources 

Tuesday 9/10/24 EPEA General Membership MeeƟng, Polish Falcons Club in Depew 

Tuesday 10/22/24 EPEA ExecuƟve Board MeeƟng, Edge Academy 

Monday 11/4/24 EPEA Non-tenured Member Social,  

Tuesday, 11/19/24 EPEA Board of RepresentaƟves MeeƟng, Edge Academy 

Thursday 12/5/24 EPEA Holiday Party and ExecuƟve Board MeeƟng, Columns Banquet Hall, 5-8 

Tuesday 1/28/24 EPEA Board of RepresentaƟves MeeƟng & EPEA Training 

Tuesday 2/11/24 EPEA ExecuƟve Board MeeƟng, Edge Academy 

Tuesday 3/25/25 EPEA General Membership MeeƟng, LocaƟon TBD 

Tuesday 4/29/25 EPEA ExecuƟve Board MeeƟng, Edge Academy 

Tuesday 5/27/25 EPEA Board of RepresentaƟves MeeƟng, Edge Academy 

June TBD EPEA Picnic 

Tuesday 6/24/25 EPEA RepresentaƟve MeeƟng/End of Year Dinner 

Erie 1 Professional Education Association 
Calendar 2024-2025 

The Annual ReƟrement and Holiday Event is  fast approaching-                     
Thursday, December 5th,  5:00—8:00 pm                                             

at The Columns Banquet Hall.   

Join us for incredible food, a silent aucƟon to benefit Feedmore 
WNY,  a 50/50 to benefit WNY Breast Cancer Walk. 

Keep an eye out for an email from Elaine Rosina. 

Don’t miss out! 
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EPEA NIGHT OUT AT THE THEATER 
Saturday, September 14th  
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SUNSHINE 
CELEBRATIONS 

DO YOU KNOW YOUR CONTRACT? 

First, do you know where your contract is?  If you can’t lay your hands on the hard copy, 
check out our website Erie1Educators.org - the current contract is available on the Members 
Page.  

Now that you know where to access the contract, how well do you know your contract?  We 
will be working under the current contract unƟl August 2026. Teachers Rights and DuƟes 
(pages 2-13) lays out class assignments, seniority, APPR, and more. Salaries and Related 
Benefits are of interest to everyone (pages 21-42, Salary Schedule on pages 50-51). What 
happens when administraƟon doesn’t follow the contract?  See the Grievance Procedure on 
pages 13—17 and the EPEA Grievance From on page 57. Does anyone have the contract 
memorized? Donna might, but the rest of us should at least know where it is, what is in it, 
and what to do if we have quesƟons.  

      QuesƟons about the contract?   

      See your EPEA building representaƟve.  

Wedding Well Wishes 
Cameron Wambganss  

Theresa Tripi  

Sara Paul  

Richard LaCroix  

ChrisƟne Taggart 

Lysa Baker  

  

    New Bundles of Joy 

Jessica Sawyer  

Grace Hanlon  

Nichole Kerner  

Erin Cochrane  

Molly Eberhard  
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EDGE ACADEMY’S COMMUNITY 
NIGHT! – NOVEMBER 13TH 
  
Students and families have the opportuni-
ty to immerse themselves in a vibrant 
showcase of our talented students as 
they dazzle us with music and art work. 
Explore the valuable resources offered by 
local mental health agencies, connecting 
with professionals dedicated to support-
ing our community. Our students have the 
chance to win big in our exciting basket 
raffles! Our students and families will    
enjoy a night filled with creativity,        
connection, and inspiration. 

STUDENT AUTHORS 
 

CLASSROOM CORNER 
~~~ 

Celebrating  great things                              
happening in our classrooms 

 

 
 
 
Our PE teachers at Winchester Academy, Mr. Andy Behm and Mr. Kyle Tirone have planned an 
exciƟng and acƟve football skills program! Over seven weeks, our students have the chance 
to pracƟce in various football-related skills like catching, throwing, kicking, punƟng, and par-
ƟcipaƟng in relay races, all with a no-contact rule to keep it safe. If you do not want to parƟci-
pate in the game, you'll sƟll get to join in on the fun by cheering from the crowd, singing, 
chanƟng, and even performing a halŌime dance. This setup creates a fun and inclusive envi-
ronment for everyone, whether they're on the field or in the crowd!   
 

Winchester PE teachers have put a lot of thought into making this skills-based program not 
only fun but also safe and supporƟve. They created a no-contact environment, they’re giving 
everyone the opportunity to enjoy the excitement of a sporƟng event without the risks of a 
tradiƟonal football game. This familiar seƫng allows students to focus on learning and prac-
Ɵcing new skills, building teamwork, and enjoying the thrill of friendly compeƟƟon. Plus, be-
ing in a seƫng where students and staff can cheer each other on helps build a strong sense of 
community. It is a great way to experience the excitement of sports! Go Winchester Wildcats! 

Sarah Fujiuchi shares that students in 
Kenton's Early Childhood program wrote 
and illustrated children's books and hosted 
a publishing party. Students from other 
programs visited our class and enjoyed 
hearing our stories and seeing student 
work.  

WINCHESTER	WILDCATS	FOOTBALL 
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INDIGENOUS WESTERN NEW YORK 

 

A group of conservaƟon students in Jennifer Kelly’s class at EDGE uƟlized their science skills 
to create a living spooky Halloween terrarium out of recycled material. These individuals 
studied the structure of moss and the essenƟal benefits these bryophytes contribute to our 
ecosystem, then created their own personal graveyard themed living biome. They learned 
how to properly grow, maintain, and care for an essenƟal colony of non-vascular plants 
while harnessing materials that 
would have otherwise ended up in 
a landfill contribuƟng to the ever-
growing concern of polluƟon. The 
incorporaƟon of a keystone species 
familiarized these students with a 
local colony of greenery while 
encompassing creaƟvity to re-use 
waste products, thus decreasing 
their personal carbon footprint and 
becoming a part of the climate 
change soluƟon, all while 
celebraƟng a fun and interacƟve 
Halloween design of their choice. 

SPOOKY SCIENCE 

In Chelsea Pasucci’s Class 
108 at Winchester, 
we learned about the Na-
Ɵve Americans of NYS and 
the students built their own 
wigwams and longhouses. 
They collected supplies 
from outside and created 
their miniature replicas.  
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WINCHESTER’S CHARACTER TRAIT OF THE MONTH 

 

 
October's character trait is 
Growth Mindset.  
 
The representaƟves for this 
month are as follows: 
K-2: Aubrey SanƟago 
3-5: Josephine CovreƩ 
Highschool: Andre Lorenc 
 
 

Emily Bitka shares Winchester Academy started doing monthly character traits which align 
with the Second Step curriculum used for social emoƟonal learning. The DEI team has paired 
with the RestoraƟve team to roll this out and incorporate these traits and lessons into our 
weekly classroom circles. Every month, any staff member in the building can nominate a 
student they think exemplifies the character trait. We have this displayed outside our 
cafeteria for all students and staff to see!  

Mr. Manth's senior Criminal JusƟce Class at KenTon CTE            
conducted a mock trial.  Mrs. Holler's Nursing class acted as     
witnesses for both the prosecuƟon and defense and Mrs. O'Con-
nors Nursing Class served as the Jury.  

It was a great collaboraƟve effort, and all the students had a   
posiƟve experience and a lot of fun!  

 

JEFF HART DAY 

ChrisƟna Knight shares that 
the Winchester staff declared 
September 18th Jeff Hart Day. 
We began the school year with 
Jeff as our interim principal 
and wanted to show our 
appreciaƟon. Sixty staff 
members donned Jeff taƩoos! 
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Nicole Buhr Teacher of Deaf/Hard of Hearing shares, IƟnerant Teachers don't typically get 
spaces within our district buildings, but I'm lucky to have one within the Kenmore To-
nawanda District. This year, I stopped by the WNY Teacher Center, and Jon Erwin helped 
me make large posters to display in my space. My space is usually my car, so it was fun to 
decorate a room! 

The posters look great and help me teach my Deaf and hard-of-hearing students about im-
portant self-advocacy topics. This is also a shared room, so it's also educaƟng other staff 
members and students within my district. 

 

CREATING  

SPACES FOR  
TEACHING & 

LEARNING 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Patrick Ballard from the Virtual Pro-

ducƟon and Design II class at Calspan helped 
build an LED wall with Indigo ProducƟons 
Buffalo for a Buffalo Bills watch party at 
Sportsmen's  Americana Music Park on 10/5 
and 10/6.  Patrick will be joining Indigo aŌer 
graduaƟon as a stage tech. 

Jen Low shares eAcademy Spirit Week 
pictures. The first is from our Decade 
Day. Everyone dressed according to 
their assigned decade: 80's, 90's 
or 2000's. The other is from    
Halloween!  
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MARYVALE ACADEMY OPEN HOUSE 

On September 25th, Maryvale Academy    
hosted its 1st Annual Family Fun Night Open 
House. Embracing a carnival theme, NYSAA, 
Academic, and Work Based Learning teams 
came together to celebrate the new school 
year. Families enjoyed classroom visits         
followed by carnival games, prizes, and tasty 
treats. In addiƟon, student and family support 
organizaƟons were available to speak with 
families including Workforce Development, 
ACCES-VR, 211, OPWDD, Parent Network, and 
ARC Erie County. Every one pitched in! Staff 
and therapists donated games. Laurie Sedita’s 
Business classes developed game rules and a 
prize system. Tom Rojek’s Art classes created 
beauƟful posters that were displayed 
throughout. Student volunteers assisted with 
games and face painƟng. Principal Gina Dailey, 
dressed up as Master of Ceremonies, took a 
pie to the face to end the evening. Turnout 
was fantasƟc and everyone had a great Ɵme. 
Looking forward to next year!  

Jill Siradas’s students had a 
great Ɵme celebraƟng school 
spirit week. Here they are 
showing off their favorite 
hats. Spirit week was part of 
geƫng the kids excited 
about our carnival open 
house at Maryvale Academy. 

Here at eAcademy we are having School Spirit 
Week once a month this year. We are hoping to increase 
student parƟcipaƟon and lessen student anxiety by 
amping up our SEL acƟviƟes. Our September Spirit 
Week was Homecoming 2024. Monday was 'Dress like 

your favorite school subject.' Our 
teachers parƟcipated as well. Jen 
Low shares a photo of Heather Sa-
voy and Michele Hovey. Heather 
has chosen Science and dressed as 
Ms. Frizzle, the Magic School Bus 
teacher. Michele has chosen Math 
and dressed as the Queen 
"Ruler" (get it?) of Math.  
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Wonderful things are happening in our K-2 learning community at Winchester Academy!  
Judy Wallace, Michelle Strong, Caitlin Delmar, Grace Lawton, Bridget Roland and Julie 
Weingarden have dedicated Ɵme each week to come together and pracƟce skills taught 
throughout the month which not only supports skill development, but also builds a sense of 
community and excitement.  Their classes meet each Friday aŌernoon to end their week. 
They parƟcipate in hands-on learning centers which integrate music, art and life skills. These 
mulƟsensory experiences provide students with opportuniƟes for creaƟvity and skill develop-
ment/reinforcement.  These amazing EPEA members have truly engaged and effecƟvely 
helped their students thrive!  Fun Friday is a great way to assist our young students to retain  
what they’ve learned while celebraƟng their progress! 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 NOW THAT’S FUN! 

Kammy Ciesielski’s K-2 NYSSA classroom at 
Maryvale Primary learned about animal habitats. 
This unit took about 3 weeks. We used videos and 
songs to show the different animal habitats. They 
made a book about them by gluing animal pic-
tures to the correct habitat. We learned what ani-
mals lived in a woodland habitat, sea habitat, de-
sert habitat and grassland habitat. To end the 
unit, we did a science experiment to see if sand or 
dirt was easier to see animal tracks. We also ex-
perimented if it would change due to if the soil 
and sand were wet or dry. So fun!  

 
Jamie Lubs shares that 
the PoƩer Preschool is 
in its third week and is 
full of play, laughter, and 
lots of learning!  We have  learned about Fall, sports and 
we are celebraƟng Halloween this week!  Some of our 
Early Childhood EducaƟon students are busy creaƟng les-
son plans for preschool while some are at internship at 
assorted elementary schools.   
We are learning through play, how about you? 

ANIMAL HABITATS 

LEARNING THROUGH PLAY 
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Northtowns Academy has expanded again this 
year, welcoming more kindergarten, 
elementary and intermediate students to our 
middle school building. Some of our students 
express themselves with communicaƟon 
devices and picture symbols in addiƟon to 
words, gestures and other nonverbal 
behaviors. Lauren Holgate, Speech Language 
Pathologist, has obtained several “core words” 
posters to hang in classrooms and community 
spaces throughout the building. Launching this 
communicaƟon iniƟaƟve will assure that 
students will always have a means to express 
their needs throughout the day. Join the 
Speech Department in celebraƟon of AAC 
(AugmentaƟve and AlternaƟve 
CommunicaƟon) month this October. 

 
 

NORTHTOWNS ACADEMY   
COMMUNICATION INITIATIVE 

Enclosed in this newsleƩer is informaƟon for Erie 1 Professional EducaƟon AssociaƟon members pertaining to union 
related news and events. If you have a story idea or suggesƟon, please e-mail it to Brenna Towle at btowle@e1b.org.  

MONKEY MASCOT  
READING BUDDY 

Gina Oldani at Northtowns shares 
that students have been taking turns 
over the weekends with our monkey 
mascot reading buddy. Students 
present on Monday about their 
weekend with monkey to their 
friends. This helps with recall and 
bridging that school and home gap. 

Want to share EPEA news or  
the exciƟng things happening  

in your classroom? 
 

Email: btowle@e1b.org 
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 For all your  newsleƩer submissions.   

Jae Bigler shares that Craig Walsh traveled from 
Australia to produce "Monuments" and did his 
producƟon work at Calspan. The installaƟon 
was at Artpark.  
 
 
"Craig Walsh’s Monuments is a site-responsive, 
outdoor video installaƟon that has been          
realised across Australia and internaƟonally. 
Since the first tree projecƟon in 1993,          
Monuments installaƟon have conƟnued to 
evolve and capƟvate new audiences as they    
occupy new landscapes and engage with    
different communiƟes. The video installaƟons 
evoke a haunƟng synergy between the human 
form, natural environment, and the act of    
viewing. Night-Ɵme projecƟons transform trees 
into sculptural monuments, surveying the       
immediate environment. 
 
Monuments aims to challenge tradiƟonal        
expectaƟons of public monuments and the     
selecƟve history represented in our civic spaces. 
Cleverly deconstrucƟng its own definiƟon by  
humanising the monument, there is a            
temporary fusion of everyday individuals with 
other living species occupying shared areas.  
Undermining the permanent historical and  
public art models so oŌen controlled by         
subjecƟve moƟvaƟons, Monuments recognises 
the infinite contribuƟons which influence our 
understanding of place. Monument installaƟons 
are customized for each site through the         
selecƟon of the portraitures celebrated." 

 


